AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS; 
This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the application: 
L.isting of Claims : 

• L (Currently amended) A method of treating or Qmcliorating ohronic h e art failur e or 
gctito hoart foiluro in a patient, tho method cotnpriGing adminiotoring to tho patient an 
cl j fcctive amount of a compoimd wh e roin the oompound ig a bil e gcidjhat is able to 
reduoo the production, absoTption ond/or tho offoct of the endoto^dn (lipopQlygaoohari.d e ; - 
LPS) in hiunan blood. 

A method for determining, ameliorating, and treating he art failure in a human patient, the 
method comprising the steps of measuring tlie level of a cytokine or^an inflammatgr^ 
marker or its production in the blood of the patient, and if anv such level is elevated, 
administering to the patient a therapeuticallv effective amount of a bile acid selected from 
the group consisting of chenodeoxvcholic acid, ursodeoxych olic acid, dehvdrocholic 
acid, and cholic acjd, 

2. (Currently amended) fte ^ - ncthod of claim 1, whoroin tlio heart fatlurc - includoo 
otidoto^Lin " mediat e d immune activation. 

The method according to claim 1 . wherein the heart fa ilure is an acute and chronic 
congestive heart failure due to cardiomvonathv of unknown reaso n^ coronary artery 
disease, valvular disease, hypertrophic obstructive cardiomyopathy, viral myocarditis or 
penetic cardiomyopathy or dilated cardiomyopathy. 

3. (Canceled) 
4* (Canceled) 

5. (Canceled) 
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6. (Cuirently amended) Tha method according to claim 1 whoroin the bUo - aoid is any 
ono of uTOodQooicyoholic acid, chcmododxyoholio aoid, dohydrooholic acid, cholic aoid 
and doQXj'cholio acid. 

The method according to claim 1. wherein the marker is selected from the group 
consisting of endotoxin flipopolvsaccharide). TN Fa and CD 14. 



7. (Canceled) 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Canceled) 



U. (Canceled) 



12. (Canceled) 



13. (Canceled) 



14. (Canceled) 



15. (Canceled) 



16. (Canceled) 
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17. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein the bile_ac_id 
ee mpetind is able to inhibit the response by a cell to endotoxin (lipopolysaccliaride; 
LPS), 

1 8. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 17 wherein the bile acid 
e ompound is able to decrease the cytokine production by a cell in response to endotoxin 
Oipopolysaccbaride; LPS). 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Canceled) 

21. (Currently amended) Hie method according to claim 1 wherein the bile acid 
compound is able to reduce the permeability of the gut wall to bacteria and/or 
endotoxin (lipopolysaccliaride; LPS). 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Canceled) 

24. (Canceled) 
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25. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein the bile acid 
compound is administered orally. 

26. (Currently amended) The method accordin g to claim 1 wherein the b ilg acid 
compoun - d is administered intravenously, 

27. (Cxirrently amended) Hie method according to claim 1 wherein the bile acid 
compoimd is administered rectally- 

28-42 (Canceled) 

43. (Canceled) 

44. (Canceled) 

45. (Canceled) 

46. (Canceled) 

47. (Canceled) 

48. (Canceled) 
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49, (Canceled) 



50. (Canceled) 



51-52 (Canceled) 



53. (Currently amended) A motho l d r &f ^ trcating or ameliorating body i i> tu)ting or 

! 

cQjcboxia in a pationt - with liv e r cixrlioaio, ohronioobs^ctive pxilm o nory diseag e? 



ohropic t o nal foilura, diab ot oa, rh e Jmatoid orthritio in a patient, tho tncrthod 



e emprising administ e ring to the pati e nt an - c g foetiv e amount of a compoaa 4 



where i n the compound ia a bilo acid that io abto to rcduoc tho production^ 

i 

ab sorption and/or the effect of the (indotoxin (lipopolygaccharido; LPS) in human 



blood. 



lim L 



The method according to claim 1, Wherein the bile acid admi nistered to the patient 
is ursodeoxycholic acid (UDCA'i 



54, (Canceled) 



55. (Canceled) 



56. (Canceled) 
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57. (Canceled) 



58. (Canceled) 



59. (Canceled) 



60. (Canceled) 



61 (Canceled) 



62. (Canceled) 



63. (Canceled) 



64. (Canceled) 



65. (Canceled) 



66. (Canceled) 



67. (Canceled) 



68. (Canceled) 



7 

PAGE 8126 * RCVD AT 912312005 1 1:03:26 AM [Eastern Daylight rime] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/25 * DNIS:2738300 ' CSID: ' DURATION (min-ss):0442 



69. (Canceled) 

70. (Canceled) 

71. (Canceled) 

72. (Canceled) 

73. (Canceled) 

74. (Canceled) 

75. (Canceled) 

76. (Canceled) 

77. (Canceled) 

78. (Currently amended) A pharmaceutical formulation comprising bile acid and a 
diuretic. 

79. (Canceled) 
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80. (Canceled) 

81. (Canceled) 

82. (Cuirently amended) A method of reducing elevated levels of lipopolysaccharide 
(LPS) in human blood of patients by administering an amount of bile acid selected jfrom 
the EorouD consisting of ursodesoxvcholic acid- chemodeoxvcholic acid dchvdrocholic 
acid,_aad cholic acid effective to reduce the elevated levels of LPS in human blood of 
patients, 

83. (Previously presented) The method of claim 82, wherein the bile acid reduces 
elevated levels of LPS in human blood of patients witli cachexia due to liver cirrhosis. 

84. (Canceled) 

85. (Previously presented) the method according to claim 82, wherein the bile 
acid is administered intravenously. 

86. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 82, wherein the bile 
acid is administered rectally. 

87. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 82, wherein the bile 
acid is administered orally. 
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CONDITIONAL PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME 

If entry and conside]*ation of tbe amendments above requires an extension of thne, 
Applicants respectfully request that this be considered a petition therefore. The Assistant 
Commissioner is audiorized to charge any fee(s) due in this connection to Deposit Account 
No. 14-1263. 

APDITTONAL FEE 

Please charge any insujBBciency of fees, or credit any excess, to Deposit Account No. 
14-1263, 



]0 
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